
   

   

    
 

  

   

             
              

               
               
              

             
             

                
           

 
                

            
               

       
 

      

     

       

             
     

 
                 

 
 

            
         

           
      

 
              

          
 

               
           
      

 
              

                 
    

   

            
               

DRD Roads Service 

York Street Interchange 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 The Brief 

A York Street Interchange, “the Scheme”, is proposed as a long-term major road 
improvement to improve links from the A12 Westlink, “the Westlink”, to the M2 Motorway, 
“the M2”, and M3 Motorway, “the M3” in Belfast. The existing at-grade signalised York 
Street junction links the Westlink, the M2 and the M3 through a complex arrangement of 
traffic signals that interface with the surface street network that includes York Street, York 
Link, Great George’s Street and Nelson Street. Road users currently experience long 
delays and congestion at peak periods travelling through this signalised gyratory system. 
The Scheme is strategic in nature and is considered necessary in the longer term for the 
development of the Belfast Metropolitan Area (BMA) beyond 2015. 

Scott Wilson were appointed in June 2008 to take forward a Design Manual for Roads and 
Bridges (DMRB) Stage 1 Scheme Assessment for a proposed Scheme to alleviate 
congestion in the vicinity of the York Street junction. In undertaking the commission, the 
following activities were identified by Roads Service: 

•	 analysis of the existing junction; 

•	 identification of Preliminary Options; 

•	 DMRB Stage 1 Scheme Assessment; and 

•	 preparation of a DMRB Technical Directive (TD) 37/93 Stage 1 Scheme Assessment 
Report (the “Preliminary Options Report”). 

A copy of the Project Brief received from Roads Service is included in Appendix A of this 
report. 

The information to be reviewed included the 2005 “York Street Interchange Preliminary 
Appraisal Report”, the 2005 “M1/Westlink/M2/M3 York Street Improvements Traffic 
Management Options Final Report”, historical accident data, traffic conditions and journey 
time information along the existing network. 

The analysis of the existing junction was to include an examination of existing baseline 
conditions to establish road geometry, traffic flows and environmental conditions. 

In October 2008 a programme of traffic surveys were undertaken at the existing junction to 
quantify strategic trip patterns and daily demand, including Manual Classified Counts 
(MCCs) and Automatic Traffic Counts (ATCs). 

The general location plan of the existing York Street junction relative to the surrounding 
strategic road network in the BMA is shown in Figure 1.1.1. The general study area is 
shown in Figure 1.1.2. 

1.2 Report Structure 

This Preliminary Options Report has been prepared in accordance with the general 
requirements for a Stage 1 Scheme Assessment Report set out in DMRB TD 37/93 entitled 
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York Street Interchange 

“Scheme Assessment Reporting” (DMRB 5.1.2) and the Project Brief. The report is 
structured to cover the primary elements of the DMRB Stage 1 Scheme Assessment 
reporting from the review of existing information and the examination of existing conditions, 
to the identification of potential corridors and broad improvement strategies. 

Section 2 provides assessment of the existing conditions within the study area including 
engineering, environmental and traffic conditions, and relevant local policies and plans 
affecting the study area. Section 3 sets out the background to the development of the 
Preliminary Options and the consideration of alternative schemes. Section 4 provides an 
engineering assessment of the various Preliminary Options considered. Section 5 includes 
consultation with statutory authorities and other interested bodies as well as details of a risk 
management workshop held. Section 6 provides an environmental assessment of the 
Preliminary Options identified. Section 7 includes a traffic and economic assessment of the 
Preliminary Options identified. Section 8 summarises the key issues and sets out the 
recommendations. 

Appendices to the report are included within this Volume 1, whilst the Assessment Summary 
Tables referred to in Section 8 and Figures used in the report are published in a separate 
Volume 2. 

1.3 Scheme Objectives 

1.3.1 High-Level Objectives 

The objectives for the Scheme at a high-level reflect the Government’s five main objectives 
for transport outlined in its 1998 White Paper entitled “A New Deal for Transport: Better for 
Everyone”

1 
and detailed in the Regional Strategic Transport Network Transport Plan 2015

2 

as: 

•	 Environment - to protect the built and natural environment; 

•	 Safety - to improve safety; 

•	 Economy - to support sustainable economic activity and get good value for money; 

•	 Accessibility - to improve access to facilities for people with disabilities and those 
without a car and to reduce severance; and 

•	 Integration - to ensure that all decisions are taken in the context of the Government’s 
integrated transport policy. 

1.3.2 Specific Objectives 

The following Scheme specific objectives have been identified: 

•	 to remove a bottleneck on the strategic road network; 

•	 to deliver an affordable solution to reduce congestion on the strategic road network; 

•	 to improve reliability of strategic journey times for the traveling public; 

•	 to improve access to the regional gateways from the Eastern Seaboard Key Transport 
Corridor; 

1 
"A New Deal for Transport: Better For Everyone" CM3950, ISBN 0 10 139502 7. July 1998. 

2 
“Regional Strategic Transport Network Transport Plan 2015”, DRD. March 2005. 
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DRD Roads Service 

York Street Interchange 

• to maintain access to existing properties, community facilities and commercial interests; 

• to maintain access for pedestrians and cyclists; and 

• to improve separation between strategic and local traffic. 

These high-level and specific objectives have been used in the consideration of alternative 
schemes as more particularly set out in Section 3. 

1.4 Strategic Context 

1.4.1 Northern Ireland Policy 

The Government’s White Paper entitled “A New Deal for Transport: Better for Everyone” 
published in 1998 sets out its five key objectives for sustainable transport systems as 
outlined in Section 1.3.1. 

In response to this White Paper, the "Moving Forward: The Northern Ireland Transport 
Policy Statement"

3 
published in 1998 outlined a strategy for implementing the Government’s 

objectives in the special context of Northern Ireland. This informed the Regional Strategies 
for Northern Ireland set out in Section 1.4.2. 

1.4.2 Regional Strategies 

1.4.2.1 The Regional Development Strategy 

The Regional Development Strategy (RDS)
4 

was published by the Department for Regional 
Development (DRD) in 2001. It sets out a dynamic strategic planning framework for the 
spatial development of Northern Ireland up to 2025. The RDS sets the scene for integrating 
land use planning and transportation, focusing on enhancing accessibility to goods, services 
and facilities, minimising negative impacts and reducing the need to travel. 

The transportation vision of the RDS was: 

“to have a modern, sustainable, safe transportation system which benefits society, the 
economy and the environment and which actively contributes to social inclusion and 
everyone’s quality of life.” 

The RDS identified that if this vision was to be achieved it would be important to improve 
both the Regional Strategic Transport Network (RSTN) and the Metropolitan Transport 
Corridors in the BMA and it made these envisaged improvements Strategic Planning 
Guidelines (SPGs) as set out in Table 1.4.1: 

3 
"Moving forward: Northern Ireland Policy Statement", Department of the Environment (DOE). November 1998. 

4 
“Shaping Our Future – Regional Development Strategy for Northern Ireland 2025”, DRD. December 2001. 
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York Street Interchange 

Table 1.4.1: Strategic Planning Guidelines in the RDS applicable to the Scheme 

STRATEGIC 
PLANNING 
GUIDELINE 

DESCRIPTION 

SPG-TRAN 1 To develop a Regional Strategic Transport Network based on key transport 
corridors, to enhance accessibility to regional facilities and services: 

TRAN 1.2 Develop and maintain the identified RSTN to enhance 
accessibility on an integrated basis for all users, including 
freight. To achieve this the aims are to: 

• target improvements to upgrade the network, road and 
rail, giving priority to the Key, Link and Metropolitan 
Transport Corridors 

• upgrade Westlink as a priority to reduce the impact of 
congestion and facilitate through traffic and freight 
movement, particularly that associated with the ports of 
Belfast and Larne 

• introduce local improvements at significant traffic 
bottlenecks to relieve congestion and facilitate transport 
efficiency for all road users 

SPG-BMA 3 To develop and enhance the Metropolitan Transport Corridor Network: 

BMA 3.1 Create an integrated Metropolitan Transport Corridor 
Network: 

• develop a system of strategic transport corridors for the 
BMA, based on the MTCs and their connections to the 
Key and Link Transport Corridors, to form the main 
development spines around which the future land use 
pattern will be planned 

BMA 3.4 Assess the need for future strategic road 
improvements in the BMA in the context of: 

• facilitating the efficient movement of freight, especially 
managing access to the motorway system and the 
regional gateway, the Westlink and river crossings as a 
regional priority 

• providing environmental and safety benefits and 
removing congestion and pollution ‘blackspots’ 
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1.4.2.2 The Regional Transportation Strategy 

An integral feature of the RDS was the production of the Regional Transportation Strategy 
for Northern Ireland 2002 to 2012 (RTS)

5
. This identified strategic transportation investment 

priorities and considered potential funding sources and affordability of planned initiatives 
over this ten year period. The overall development of this strategy was based on the 
Guidance on the Methodology for Multi-Modal Studies (GOMMMS)

6
, an objective led 

approach to seeking solutions to transport-related problems. The Government’s five key 
objectives of environment, safety, economy, accessibility and integration were adopted and 
were central to the development of the RTS. Following extensive consultation on 
transportation issues facing the region an understanding was formed of the current 
constraints of the transportation system and requirements for future growth in line with the 
RDS. By comparing perceived problems to potential solutions a comprehensive list of 
potential transportation initiatives was drawn up. 

The RTS was then implemented through three Transport Plans: the Regional Strategic 
Transport Network Transport Plan; the Belfast Metropolitan Transport Plan; and the Sub-
Regional Transport Plan. 

1.4.3 Local Policy Context 

1.4.3.1 The Regional Strategic Transport Network Transport Plan 

The Regional Strategic Transport Network Transport Plan (RSTN-TP) 2015 was prepared 
within the framework established by the RDS and the associated RTS. The RSTN-TP 
aimed to develop a RSTN based on the five Key Transport Corridors identified in the RDS. 

The RSTN included road, rail and regional gateways. Within this overall RSTN, the 
strategic road network is comprised of the combined network formed by the Key Transport 
Corridors, Link Corridors and Trunk Roads as shown in Figure 1.4.1. 

The RSTN-TP includes a programme for the implementation of Strategic Road 
Improvements (SRIs) to remove bottlenecks on the key network where lack of capacity is 
causing serious congestion, and to improve the environment by providing bypasses of 
towns situated on the RSTN, thus relieving the effects of heavy through traffic. 

Roads Service manages the delivery of the identified SRIs through a series of programmes 
defined in the Roads Service Policy and Procedure Guide RSPPG_E030 “Major Road 
Improvement Schemes: Inception to Construction”

7
: 

•	 Construction Programme - this is a list of major road improvement schemes currently 
under construction; 

•	 Preparation Pool – this is a list of high priority major road improvement schemes that 
should be started within the next five years. These schemes are taken through the 
statutory procedures, including land acquisition, in advance of funding being confirmed; 

5 
“Regional Transportation Strategy for Northern Ireland 2002-2012”, DRD. July 2002.
 

6 
“Guidance on the Methodology for Multi-Modal Studies (GOMMMS)”, Department for Environment, Transport and
 

the Regions (DETR). March 2000.
 
7 

“Major Road Improvement Schemes: Inception to Construction”, DRD. October 2005.
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•	 10 Year Forward Planning Schedule – this is a list of major road improvement schemes, 
which, together with those in the Preparation Pool, could be started within the next 10 
years. The highest priority schemes will be considered for progression into the 
Preparation Pool; and 

•	 Long Term Planning Schedule – this is a list of major road improvement schemes, 
which are not expected to be started within the next 10 years but will have a strategic 
benefit. These schemes may be included in various Area Plans and/or have land 
protected to ensure they can be built in the future. 

1.4.3.2 The Belfast Metropolitan Transport Plan 

The Belfast Metropolitan Transport Plan 2015 (BMTP)
8 

is a local transport plan specifically 
for the BMA developed to deliver the RTS. The BMTP was integrated with the draft Belfast 
Metropolitan Area Plan 2005 (BMAP)

9 
and acted as a Technical Supplement within this 

document in relation to transportation. 

The overall development of the BMTP was based on GOMMMS, ensuring that a 
comprehensive range of solutions had been considered covering all modes of transport. It 
also ensured integration between transport and land use. The BMTP development was 
especially influenced by the guidance provided by the RDS and RTS and enabling the 
generic multi-modal study process to be focused on the particular needs and special context 
of the BMA. An extensive consultation exercise was also undertaken, ensuring that the 
views of a wide range of stakeholders were taken into account in the development of the 
Plan. The consultation process built upon the extensive consultation exercise undertaken to 
support the RDS and RTS. 

The BMTP identified a road hierarchy within the BMA comprising the Strategic Highway 
Network linked to the wider RSTN in the RSTN-TP and a Non-Strategic Highway Network. 
The Strategic Highway Network identified by the BMTP includes the Westlink, M2 and M3 
and a series of improvements are identified on the M1/Westlink and M2 routes to remove 
identified bottlenecks. With regard to the planned improvements to the M1/Westlink, the 
BMTP cautioned that: 

“the improvements to the M1/Westlink will require further consideration to be given to 
improving the capacity and operation of the signalised junctions at York Street/Westlink and 
Nelson Street/York Link/Great George’s Street.” 

1.4.3.3 The Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland 

The Programme for Government 2008 to 2011
10 

document published in January 2008 sets 
out the Northern Ireland Executive’s strategic priorities and key plans for investment in 
Northern Ireland for 2008 to 2011. This Programme for Government has been used to 
determine the published Budget for 2008 to 2011 and the published Investment Strategy for 
Northern Ireland for 2008 to 2018 (ISNI)

11 
. 

8 
“Belfast Metropolitan Transport Plan 2015”, DRD. November 2004.
 

9 
“Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan (BMAP) 2015, Draft Plan November 2004”, DOE. November 2004.
 

10 
“Programme for Government”, Northern Ireland Executive. January 2008.
 

11 
“Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland 2008-2018”, Northern Ireland Executive. January 2008.
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The ISNI was prepared by the Strategic Investment Board in consultation with and informed 
by stakeholders. It sets out the framework for infrastructure investment over the next 10 
years in accordance with the Executive’s identified six “investment pillars”, including the 
“networks” pillar for infrastructure, which includes 5 sub-pillars: roads; public transport; 
gateways; telecoms; and energy. 

The ISNI is delivered through a series of Investment Delivery Plans published by the various 
Departments in the Northern Ireland Executive. The Investment Delivery Plan (IDP) for 
Roads

12 
published by the DRD in April 2008 provides additional detail on the programme of 

strategic road investment in the “Roads” sub-pillar to the overarching “Networks” pillar. 

1.5	 Network Constraints 

Within the RTS the importance of a strategy to remove bottlenecks is recognised. In 
particular this focuses upon strategic road improvements to upgrade the Key Transport 
Corridors and the other routes on the RSTN. The RTS also defines the bottlenecks as 
structural deficiencies where lack of capacity causes undue congestion and thereby delay 
for freight, public transport and cars. 

1.6	 Proposed Scheme Context 

1.6.1	 Expanding the Strategic Road Improvement Programme 2015 – 
Consultation Document 

The previous ISNI and budget for the period 2005 to 2015 published in December 2005, 
identified an additional £400M for the Roads Service’s SRI Programme that was in place at 
the time of publication. In response to this expanded programme of investment, Roads 
Service developed a list of additional SRIs as part of an Expanded SRI Programme. 

The proposed Expanded SRI Programme, like the RSTN-TP, was based on the guidance 
set out in the RDS and the RTS. The selection was based on the Government’s five key 
objectives for transport of environment, safety, economy, accessibility and integration. It 
built upon the extensive work undertaken for the RSTN-TP and among other objectives 
aimed to address bottlenecks on the strategic road network, giving priority to the Key 
Transport Corridors, Link Corridors and then the Trunk Roads. 

The Expanded SRI Programme was balanced across Northern Ireland and included major 
improvements necessary to deal with bottlenecks and safety concerns. As part of these 
improvements a grade separated junction was identified at York Street. This was set out 
within Annex B of the published consultation document

13 
as detailed in Table 1.6.1. 

12 
“Investment Delivery Plan for Roads”, DRD. April 2008.
 

13 
“Expanding the Strategic Road Improvement Programme Consultation Document”, Roads Service, DRD. July
 

2006.
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Table 1.6.1: Annex B from Expanding the Strategic Road Improvement Programme 2015 

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL SRI SCHEMES TO BE ADDED TO PROGRAMME 
SUBJECT TO CONSULTATION 

S DESCRIPTION COST (£M) 

Eastern Seaboard Corridor 

Westlink/York St flyover Provide grade separated junction at the last 
remaining part of Westlink which has a traffic 
signalled junction 

£50M 

The consultation process for the Expanding the Strategic Road Improvement Programme 
2015 – Consultation Document commenced on 31 July 2006 and continued until 29 
September 2006. The document was consulted upon widely and during this period there 
were no adverse reactions to the programme of works proposed at York Street. 

Based on the above, the Expanded SRI programme builds on the RDS and RTS and 
therefore is considered to have the same strategic policy status. 

1.6.2	 Expanding the Strategic Road Improvement Programme 2015 – Draft 
Environmental Report 

To compliment the Expanded SRI programme a draft Environmental Report
14 

for the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment was proposed. The consultation process for the draft 
Environmental Report also commenced on 31 July 2006 and continued until 29 September 
2006. 

The draft Environmental Report noted that the Expanded SRI Programme was one aspect 
of the ISNI which was multi-modal in nature. The ISNI proposed investment in rail network 
renewal and new buses to improve travel times and accessibility by all modes across 
Northern Ireland. 

The expanded SRI programme was based on the RDS, the RTS and the RSTN-TP. 
Improved strategic road links have the potential to provide beneficial impacts across the 
Government’s five key criteria. 

The document was adopted by the Department and included Summary Tables indicating the 
Environmental Assessment Impacts of the schemes. The assessment for the Westlink/York 
Street Flyover is reproduced in Table 1.6.2: 

14 
“Expanding the Strategic Road Improvement Programme 2015 Draft Environmental Report”, DRD. July 2006. 
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Table 1.6.2: Environmental Assessment Summary Tables for Westlink/York Street Flyover 

EASTERN SEABOARD CORRIDOR WESTLINK/YORK STREET FLYOVER 

THEME APPRAISAL CRITERIA EFFECTS SUMMARY OF EFFECTS COMMENTS 
Environment Biodiversity 0 In general, proposed works are within an urban 

environment and will have no impact on biodiversity. 

Countryside 0 Proposed works are within an urban environment and will 
have no impact on the countryside. 

Climate Change & Air 
Pollution 

. Proposed works will relieve congestion in an urban area. 
This is expected to result in improved air quality in this 
vicinity. Air quality will be the subject of assessment as 
part of the detailed scheme appraisal process. It should 
be noted that the additional capacity provided by 
proposals may also lead to induced traffic which may 
erode benefits to climate change. 

Management of the Water 
Environment 

0 In general, proposed road scheme is within an urban 
environment and does not include a significant increase 
in impermeable surfaces and will have no noticeable 
impact on the water environment. 

Mineral Resources 
(Mineral Conservation) 

X The construction of proposed new highway schemes will 
increase the use of mineral reserves. 

Use recycled 
materials where 
practicable. 

Waste Disposal X The construction of proposed new highway schemes will 
result in waste material. 

Recycle waste 
material where 
practicable. 

Energy Efficient Transport 
Modes 

X Proposed works will not formally promote efficient 
transport modes and have the potential for encouraging 
further car use. 

Built and Archaeological 
Heritage 

0 Proposed works do not impact on designated sites of 
national and international importance. 

Urban Environmental Quality . Proposed works will improve the access arrangements to 
the Strategic Highway Network and reduce congestion 
and may be associated with local urban regeneration. 
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EASTERN SEABOARD CORRIDOR WESTLINK/YORK STREET FLYOVER 

THEME APPRAISAL CRITERIA EFFECTS SUMMARY OF EFFECTS COMMENTS 
Quality of Life Current Needs . Proposed new highway schemes will provide for the 

needs of the current generation. 

Unemployment/Poverty . The construction of proposed new highway schemes 
will provide substantial employment opportunities. The 
proposals would contribute to the removal of bottlenecks 
within settlements and would therefore permit more 
reliable journey times for business and freight movement. 

Education - Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact 
on education. 

Crime - Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact 
on crime. 

Housing Conditions - Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact 
on housing conditions. 

Public Health . Proposed works will remove a congested signalised 
arrangement connecting three strategic routes and 
replace this with a grade separated solution. This should 
have a positive impact on road casualties. 

Key to Effects: 

. Positive 

X Negative 

o Neutral relationship 

- No relationship 

? Relationship uncertain 
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The draft Environmental Report highlighted the positive and negative aspects of the 
Scheme including the improved access arrangements to the strategic road network with 
reduced congestion and possible urban regeneration, but noted that the Scheme would not 
formally promote efficient transport modes and had the potential for encouraging further car 
use. 

The Expanded SRI Programme, which focuses on road improvements, is one aspect of the 
ISNI. In addition, the ISNI also proposes investment in rail and new buses to improve travel 
times and accessibility by all modes across Northern Ireland. 

This Scheme should also deliver benefits to public transport bus services that are currently 
delayed when passing through the series of signalised junctions to contribute towards the 
ISNI objectives for improved travel times by all modes of transport. 

Following closure of the consultation period, the Scheme was included in the IDP for Roads 
document, as described in Section 1.6.3. 

1.6.3 Investment Delivery Plan for Roads 

The IDP for Roads indicates that Roads Service, in developing a SRI Programme, has 
ensured that the contribution to the Northern Ireland Executive’s three cross-cutting 
strategic objectives of ISNI (economic, societal and environmental) has been maximised. 

The SRI Programme is managed under the four categories set out in RSPPG_E030, namely 
the Construction Programme, the Preparation Pool, the 10 Year Forward Planning Schedule 
and the Long Term Forward Planning Schedule. Details on these categories have been 
provided previously in Section 1.4.3. 

The IDP for Roads indicates that: 

“The Strategic Road Improvement Programme is based on the guidance set out in the 
Regional Development Strategy and the Regional Transportation Strategy and builds on the 
work of the Regional Strategic Transport Network - Transport Plan. The Programme aims 
to develop the strategic road network, targeting bottlenecks, in order to make all areas of the 
Province readily accessible to the Regional Gateways and the Belfast Metropolitan Area; 
and thus endeavouring to help the region realise its economic potential and make it as 
attractive as possible to future investors.” 

Roads Service has set in place a strategy to ensure the delivery of unprecedented levels of 
capital roads investment envisaged through ISNI. 

Annex 1 in the IDP for Roads shows the programme of SRIs that are proposed over the 10 
years of the ISNI period to 2017/18. This includes a summary of major investment in roads 
and confirms that the grade-separated junction for the York Street/M2/M3 intersection on 
the Westlink is included in the IDP as extracted into Table 1.6.3 below: 
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Table 1.6.3: Extract from Annex 1 of the IDP for Roads document 

PROFILE TITLE AND CAPITAL ANTICIPATED INDICATE ANTICIPATED ESTIMATED LOCATION 
DESCRIPTION VALUE 

(£M) 

CURRENT 
PRICES 

PROCUREMENT 
ROUTE 

1 
NEXT 
GATEWAY 
STAGE 

2 

DATE OF 
ADVERTISEMENT 
TO MARKET 

COMPLETION 
DATE/ 
DELIVERY DATE 

Westlink/York Street 
flyover 

Grade separated 
junction for the York 
St/M2/M3 intersection on 
the Westlink 

D&B Gateway 1 2013/14 to 2017/18 Belfast 

Notes: 

1 
Procurement route stated is most likely option from (a) PFI/PPP; (b) Design and Build; (c) Conventional Procurement 

2 
Gate 0: Strategic Assessment; 
Gate 1: Business Justification; 
Gate 2: Procurement Strategy; 
Gate 3: Investment Decision; 
Gate 4: Readiness for Service; and 
Gate 5: Benefits Evaluation. 
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The Scheme was identified at this time as the “Westlink/York Street flyover” included in the 
proposed 10 Year Forward Planning Schedule in the Expanded SRI Programme. This 
proposed Expanded SRI Programme, like the RSTN-TP, was based on the guidance set out 
in the RDS and the RTS and the inclusion of the Scheme was based on the Government’s 
five key criteria stated previously. Roads Service published a Consultation Document for 
the proposed Expanded SRI Programme in July 2006, along with a draft Environmental 
Report to provide an assessment of the potential environmental impacts of the proposals 
contained in the Expanded SRI Programme. Roads Service also undertook a Screening 
Analysis under Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 for the Expanded SRI 
Programme and concluded that a further full Equality Impact Assessment was not required 
as the proposed programme did not affect the full Equality Impact Assessment carried out 
and published in June 2005 for the RSTN-TP. A copy of the screening analysis form is 
included in Appendix B. 

The consultation period closed in September 2006 and following this period of consultation, 
the Expanded SRI Programme was integrated into the Northern Ireland Executive’s 
published Programme for Government 2008 to 2011 under the IDP for Roads document 
published as part of ISNI. 
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